ArtsSonoma

The Sonoma County Arts Festival

Beyond your expectations

ArtsSonoma is an annual county-wide festival of the arts, including music, theater, dance, film, visual, and literary arts. The festival will highlight exhibits, events, and performances from both established arts organizations and artists while encouraging new artists and art forms.

From August 28th through September 12th, against a backdrop of the bountiful Sonoma County harvest season, artists and performers will contribute their skills and talents to the culture and commerce of Sonoma County.

Building on its success with Sculpture Sonoma (2006), Performance Sonoma (2007), and Youth Arts Sonoma (2008), Arts Council of Sonoma County is proud to produce and  promote this annual event in partnership with the Community Foundation and the Hewlett Foundation.
Deadline for submission of Events for the Program Guide May 15, 2009

No deadline for Website submission

Participants will selected for inclusion in Arts Sonoma based on the following criteria:

· Quality, originality, creativity, polish, performance, and/or public participation.

· Ability to build new audiences and increase patronage of the arts, including ticketed events;

· Complements an existing event or provides a “fringe” event;

· Provides a “gift” to the community, such as a public exhibition or performance;

· Takes art forms into new venues and/or explores new and unexpected avenues of expression.
Arts Festival Contacts for participants or sponsors:
John Moran, Arts Council of Sonoma County

Arts Festival Program Manager  (707) 579-2787 ext. 102

jmoran@artscouncilsc.com
John Duran, Arts Council Board Member

Cell: (707) 975-9823       Business (707) 537-2309

Email: duranland@sbcglobal.net
Promotion:

•
Branding. The Festival will have its own “branding,” linked back to the Arts Council of Sonoma County. The branding will:

· represent all forms of art;

· emphasize the Sonoma County artistic community

· enhance awareness of the arts; and

· promote the arts as important to both culture and commerce.

· Program – both printed and online. The program will be a key promotional component. It will highlight all of the activities and art forms during the festival time frame.

· Web address artssonoma.com. An exciting, interactive web site is under development. This website will link from the artscouncilsc.com as well as the county Arts Portal sonomaarts.com.  

•
Mailings to Arts Council members and email lists.

•
Press and public media attention.

Benefit to Artists and Arts Organizations: 

· The primary benefits to participants in the festival will be promotions, as described above. In the past, this publicity has helped arts organizations boost ticket sales and/or patronage. Listing in the Program Guide and the web will be free of charge for existing planned events selected for inclusion.

· The ArtsSonoma festival is looking for proposals for new and innovative artistic events or moments of creativity from any artists or arts organizations in music, theater, dance, film, visual and literary arts.  These “fringe” elements may come from established organizations or from individual arts or a combination of both. Those events will be featured and may be eligible for funding to help facilitate the event or help with its creation. The emphasis is on unique, creative, unusual, innovative art forms that might otherwise not find expressions or public attention in an effort to “go beyond expectations.”  Deadline for application: May 15, 2009.

Mutual Benefits:

In exchange for free promotions, the Arts Council asks that arts organizations and artists:

•
acknowledge the Arts Council of Sonoma County in promotional materials, advertising, or announcements; 

•
acknowledge that an event or exhibit is part of the ArtsSonoma festival;

•
include an artssonoma.com web link from their own web page; and

•
contact John Moran for promotional materials and logos.
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